Financing of child psychiatry pediatric consultation-liaison programs.
Child psychiatrists and pediatricians recognize the importance of providing psychosocial care for children and their families in medical settings. Consultation-liaison and behavioral pediatric programs provide most of the training in this area. Twenty-nine pediatric consultation-liaison program directors participated in an initial and follow-up telephone survey about their programs. In the 5 years between the surveys, there was a drastic reduction in federal funding for these programs. The findings include a change in the number and composition of both staff and trainees. There were major shifts in the financial support of the programs. The programs were involved in fewer activities and in more restricted settings at the time of the follow-up survey. Financing of pediatric consultation-liaison programs plays a major role in shaping the structure and function of the programs.